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Dear Students,

We are extremely pleased to be
able to offer your practical
experience here. The nursing family
at UHNM welcomes you and will
demonstrate that we are a
profession with great ambition to
deliver the best care possible, with
the nurses leading and driving that
care; we expect the highest
professional standards.
I am sure that you will enjoy your
time at University Hospitals of North
Midlands.
Associate Chief Nurse

About Us
UHNM is one of the largest acute
hospital Trusts in the country. We care
for over 900,000 people each year
across two sites: County Hospital and
Royal Stoke University Hospital.

The Trust is a major trauma centre and
provides specialist services to three
million people across Staffordshire,
neighbouring counties and North
Wales.

UHNM is a teaching hospital working in
partnership with both Keele and
Staffordshire Universities. The Trust has a
patient centred clinical research
facility and is committed to ensuring
that all nursing students have an
enjoyable
experience
whilst
on
placement with us.

Student Information
All students can expect to be treated with respect whilst on placement
at UHNM. Students on elective placements will be allocated Practice
Supervisors who will be able to help you achieve your learning needs
and will be an advocate for your learning.
Students on assessed placements can expect to be allocated both a
Practice Supervisor and a Practice Assessor, who will work with you to
ensure you meet your learning outcomes.
We expect students to respect Trust and University policy in wearing
correct uniform and to also contact the Nurse in Charge if you will not be
attending your shift. We also expect students to behave in a professional
manner and to respect both staff and patients alike.
There are numerous learning opportunities available on all areas across
the Specialised Division and we encourage students to make the most of
their time with us by adopting a positive attitude towards their learning.
The Specialised Division has a dedicated Clinical Placement Facilitator
who is available to support students throughout their placement and can
offer assistance in facilitating learning opportunities.

Specialised Division
The Specialised Division prides itself in offering students excellent learning opportunities
and our staff receive continuous support in their professional development upon
qualification. The Specialised Division at UHNM consists of The Heart Centre,
Neurosciences and The Major Trauma Centre. Each area offers students the ability to
design their own bespoke pathway for elective placements.

The Heart Centre is a nationally recognised, award winning department that consists of
a dedicated coronary care unit, two cardiology inpatient wards, cardiac catheter lab,
a cardiothoracic surgery ward and a cardiothoracic critical care unit. Students who
choose the Heart Centre for their elective placements are encouraged to visit all of
these areas.

The Neurosciences department consists of a national recognised Acute Stroke Unit,
which offers pioneering treatment to patients. The Acute Stroke Unit also cares for
Hyper-Acute stroke patients who require intensive support and monitoring and a
dedicated multidisciplinary team work with nursing colleagues to ensure the best
patient outcomes. The Neurosciences department also consists of a dedicated
neurology ward that has a nurse led neurology ambulatory unit contained within it,
which offers procedures such as lumbar puncture to patients as outpatients.

The Major Trauma Centre is one of the largest in the country and consists of a
dedicated Fractured Neck of Femur Unit, Major Trauma Ward, Acute Rehabilitation
Trauma Unit and a dedicated Neurosurgery ward. The Major Trauma Unit cares for
patients that have had severe, life changing injuries and students are welcome to visit
all of the ward areas to experience all that the Unit has to offer.

The award winning Acute Stroke Unit at UHNM is a 31
bedded ward with 8 hyper acute stroke beds. Whilst
on the acute stroke unit students will gain an insight
into the causes of stroke, different types of stroke and
the treatment and management of stroke and TIA
(transient ischaemic attack).
Students will have the opportunity to work with the
Stroke Early Assessment Team (SEAT) who rapidly
assess patients in A&E that have had a suspected
stroke so that diagnosis and recovery is quicker.
Treatments for stroke may include thrombolysis or a
thrombectomy and students will be able learn more
about these highly specialised procedures.
The Acute Stroke Unit has a number of dedicated
multidisciplinary team (MDT) members such as
Speech and Language, Physiotherapists and
Occupational Therapists.
Students will have the opportunity to work with the
Early Supported Discharge (ESD) and also work in the
TIA clinic and AF clinic.
Patients that have been admitted following a stroke
often have complex needs and students often
develop their management ,leadership and
communication skills. Students also develop skills such
as care of NG/PEG feeds and there is the opportunity
to work with a dedicated stroke research team

Ward 231
Location- Main
Building
Student LinkJeanette Grocott
Ward ManagerKaren Hunter
Contact Number01782 675231/
676231

Learning Opportunities:







Venepuncture and Cannulation
Insertion and care of Nasogastric Tubes
Care of acutely unwell hyper- acute stroke patient
Complex discharge
Leadership and Management opportunities
Observation of thrombectomy and thrombolysis

Spoke Placement Opportunities:
TIA Clinic
AF nurse specialist
Stroke Early Assessment Team (SEAT)
Ward based physiotherapists/occupational
therapists
 Stroke research team





Neurology patients often present as challenging and
have complex conditions that require multiple
investigations such as MRI, CT scan, EEG and lumbar
puncture. This type of patient requires significant
physical and psychological support during their inpatient stay. There are also patients that require
video telemetry for control of epilepsy. The patients
admitted to the ward will typically have the
following conditions:
• Motor Neurone Disease
• Epilepsy/Seizures
• Parkinsons
• SOL (SAH, tumours)
• Many autoimmune conditions - Guillan Barrie
Syndrome/Miller Fischer/ Myasthenia Gravis/CIDP
• MS
The Neuro Ambulatory Clinic focuses on nonelective and elective ambulatory patients to assist in
early discharge from the neurology ward and to
ensure essential treatments are received in a timely
manner. Neuro Ambulatory Clinic takes referrals from
GPs, consultants, A&E and from the specialities within
our trust and is nurse led.

Ward 218
Location- Main
Building
Student LinkShellie Hendy
Ward ManagerAngela Carrahar
Contact Number01782 676218

Student Feedback

The staff are very
professional and helpful

All the staff are so friendly
and supportive of students

I felt part of the team and
valued by colleagues

A very interesting placement
where I could learn many
clinical skills

The ward is an example of
excellent MDT working and the
team are fantastic!

There are so many learning
opportunities available in
neurology

Learning Opportunities:







Seizure Management
Video Telemetry
Care of IV infusions
Care and insertion of Nasogastric tubes
Venepuncture and Cannulation
Leadership and Management Skills

Spoke Placement Opportunities:






Epilepsy Nurse specialist
Parkinsons Disease Nurse specialist
Motor Neurone Disease Nurse specialist
MS Nurse specialist
Neuro-Ambulatory clinic

There are excellent learning opportunities available at the Heart Centre
at UHNM. Students on elective placements have the opportunity to
have a bespoke placement pathway, which enables them to
experience each department within the Heart Centre. An example of a
bespoke pathway is:

Coronary Care Unit

Cardiac Catheter Lab

Cardiothoracic critical care

However, students can choose to visit our award winning cardiology
wards or spend time with our Cardiac Assessment Nurses. The pathway
you choose should depend on your learning needs and also the length
of time you are on placement.

The Coronary Care Unit is a 13 bedded acute
cardiology unit looking after level 1 and level 2
patients who have been admitted with cardiology
disorders and are acutely unwell or need close
monitoring. We have direct admissions from the
paramedics with Acute Coronary Syndromes or life
threatening cardiac illness.
Our cardiology wards specialise in the emergency
care of patients having Myocardial Infarctions, life
threatening arrhythmias and cardiac arrests by
accepting direct paramedic admissions from the
whole of the West Midlands and North Wales. We are
a tertiary centre that offers 24 hour on call catheter
lab support. The cardiology team specialise in ECG
interpretation, 12 lead cardiac monitoring, acute
cardiac nursing and cardiac rehabilitation.
Within the Coronary Care Unit we have expert
knowledge of the management of patients
undergoing intensive therapies such, Intra-Aortic
Balloon Pump, Temporary Cardiac Pacing, Inotropic
support, Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP)
for cardiogenic pulmonary oedema. Patients are
also often admitted to our department pre-surgery
for mitral clips, TAVI procedures and post pacemaker
insertion.
Students will develop their knowledge of care of the
cardiac patient and related respiratory problems.

Ward 220 &
Coronary Care
Location- Main
Building
Student Link- Marie
Pegg
Ward ManagerLesley Sprason
Contact Number01782
675220/676220

Ward 221
Location- Main
Building
Student Link- Tracy
Wareham
Ward ManagerAlison Smith
Contact Number01782
675221/676221

The cardiothoracic surgery ward at UHNM
links closely with the critical care unit to
provide best care for patients that have
undergone major cardiothoracic surgery.
We provide elective and emergency surgery
for patients from Staffordshire, Shropshire,
Cheshire, North Wales and accept patients
from areas such as Liverpool, Manchester
and Birmingham due to our ever-increasing
level of activity

Ward 223
Location- Main Building
Student Link- Lily Than
Ward Manager- Amy
Hobbs
Contact Number- 01782
676223/675223

We offer coronary artery bypass grafting
(CABG), heart valve surgery, lung surgery
and chest trauma as part of the regional
trauma centre status of UHNM. Innovative
minimally invasive Coronary artery bypass
grafting (MICAB) is now an option for some
patients leading to an enhanced recovery.
Critical Care Pod 1&2

Students can observe and participate in the
care of patients requiring mechanical
ventilation, non-invasive respiratory support,
Inotropic support, renal hemofiltration and
intra-aortic balloon pump support

Location- Lyme Building
Student Link- Hayley
Armstrong
Unit Manager- Katie
Cheadle
Contact Number- 01782
675501

Consisting of four labs, a 10 bed recovery area and
recovery lounges, we undertake 500 -600 cardiac
procedures per month. Referral sources include UHNM
coronary care and cardiology wards, inter hospital
transfers from a number of referring centres, emergency
(999) and planned, elective admissions.
We undertake a wide range of procedures including
Coronary Angiography, Angioplasty including Primary
Percutaneous Coronary Intervention (PCI) for Acute
Myocardial Infarction; Right Heart Catheterisation;
structural work including Patent Foramen Ovale Closure,
Atrial Septal Defect Closure, Left Atrial Appendage
Closure, Trans-Aortic Valve Implantation; implantation of
Temporary and Permanent Pacemaker, Internal Cardiac
Defibrillator and Reveal Linq device (nurse-led);
Electrophysiology Studies, Ablation, DC Cardioversion,
insertion of Intra-Aortic Balloon Pump and pericardial
drain.
All registered nurses scrub for interventional cases,
undertake femoral arterial and venous sheath removal,
ECG interpretation and undertake pre assessment
clinics. We have nurses who perform Reveal Linq
implantation and removal, Angioseal deployment and a
nurse who undertakes coronary angiography.

Location- Main Building
Student Link- Amy Lo
Department ManagerJulie Stubbs
Contact Number- 01782
675425

Student Feedback

The staff on Ward 223 are
brilliant and provide the
patients with excellent care

There are so many learning
opportunities in Pod 1&2 and
the staff are always so keen
to help

Ward 221 really helped me to
learn and allowed me to grow
as a student nurse

My mentor on ward 223
really pushed me and the
whole team were so
welcoming

Cath lab staff were lovelythere are so many learning
opportunities

I’ve learned so much on Ward
220 and my confidence has
definitely improved

Student Feedback

Learning Opportunities:







12 lead cardiac monitoring and ECG interpretation
Care of patient post TAVI and pacemaker insertion
Observation of heart valve surgery and CABG
Mechanical and non invasive ventilation in cardiothoracic critical care
Venepuncture and Cannulation
Leadership and Management

Spoke Placement Opportunities





Cardiac Assessment Nurses
Cardiothoracic Theatre
SHINE Clinic
Physiotherapists

Trauma and Orthopaedic Placement Pathway
As a Major Trauma Centre, UHNM offers a range of excellent
learning opportunities. A bespoke placement pathway will see
students spend time on a dedicated Fractured Neck of Femur
ward, an Acute Trauma Ward, Acute Rehabilitation and Trauma
Unit (ARTU) and Neurosurgery.
You will also be invited to visit areas such as theatre and our
Fracture Clinic. All areas have Practice Supervisors that pride
themselves on teaching student nurses and ensuring that their
learning needs are met.
You will be allocated a Practice Supervisor in each area who will
be willing to help you achieve your learning outcomes and you
will have the opportunity to work with a number of professionals
from a large multidisciplinary team. Should you wish to visit other
areas in addition to your pathway, please consult your supervisor
who will be willing to assist.

Our Fractured Neck of Femur ward is an
innovative 36 bed Fractured Hip Ward
primarily caring for elderly patients that
have experienced trauma resulting in a
fractured hip. This is a unique unit that is
predominantly ANP led, dealing with
many aspects of trauma and comorbidites. You will have the opportunity
to care for individuals who experience
post traumatic delirium and associated
psychological challenges.
The Fractured Neck of Femur ward has
two dedicated Advanced Nurse
Practitioners (ANP’s) and consultant
geriatrician cover. We encourage
students to spend time with our ANP’s,
diversional therapists and also MDT
professionals such as physiotherapists,
occupational therapists and the SALT
team, all of which are a visible and
valuable presence on the fractured neck
of femur ward.
Students are also invited to visit theatres to
view procedures such as a Dynamic Hip
Screw insertion or a Hemiarthoplasty

Ward 225
Location- Main Building
Student Link- Niamh
Cooper/Lisa Tinsley
Ward Manager- Craig
Parkes
Contact Number- 01782
675225/676225

The acute trauma ward is a 29 bedded mixed
gender unit that cares for all general trauma
patients ranging from simple finger trauma to
severely injured patients with multiple fractures,
spinal injuries and associated psychological (e.g
altered body image).
Students have the opportunity to enhance their
communication and assessment skills and as there
is a ward based ANP, students will have the
opportunity to participate in ward rounds and
major trauma handovers.
Students will learn about the key principles of
fracture management such as immobilisation,
reduction of function and preservation of function.
The Major Trauma Ward also cares for patients with
spinal injuries, including fractures and cord injuries
Ideal spoke opportunities when placed on the
acute trauma ward are the lower limb
reconstruction nurse and the fracture clinic

Ward 226
Location- Main
Building
Student Link- Keighley
Jackson
Ward Manager- Katie
Shaw

It is a unit that cares for patients who require
acute care following stabilisation from intensive
care, theatres or the emergency department.
It is a 29-bedded unit that helps patients
achieve their maximum potential for physical,
cognitive, social and psychological function. It
is one of the first hyper-acute specialised
rehabilitation units to be developed within a
Major Trauma Centre.
ARTU cares for patients with many injuries such
as; polytrauma, traumatic brain injuries,
orthopaedic injuries, spinal injuries and chest
trauma.
ARTU incorporates 10 specialised rehabilitation
beds, 6 spinal beds and 10 trauma &
orthopaedic, neurosurgery or cardiothoracic
beds. Within this capacity there are 8 level one
beds for patients who have a higher
dependency of nursing needs.
We work in a consultant led, specialised team
with access to the best diagnostic and
treatment facilities and our beds can be in high
demand.

Ward 227
Location- Main Building
Student Link- Rhiannon
Alcock
Ward ManagerRebecca Marsh
Contact Number- 01782
675227/676227

Neurosurgery comprises of 36 beds and cares for
patientsincludeawaiting or recovering from
neurosurgery or intracranial / spinal trauma.
Neurosurgical nursing is both exciting and
challenging, and within our ward we pride
ourselves on the dedication, commitment and
caring of all our members of staff. For the time
you spend with us you too are part of the team
and as such will be valued and respected.

Ward 228

There are numerous learning opportunites
available on neurosurgery . These include but are
not limited to:

Ward Manager- Rebecca
Beckett










Level 1 enhanced area
Tracheostomies and weaning process
Post op craniotomies for excision of SOL
Arterial line care and maintenance
Invasive devices – various drains
Continuous infusions
Management of trauma patients
Use of GCS

Location-Main Building
Student Link- Jill Astley

Contact Number- 01782
675228/676228

Learning Opportunities
 Tracheostomy care
 Care of level 1 patient
 Principles of fracture management
 Care of patient with spinal injuries
 Venepuncture and Cannulation
 Leadership and Management

Spoke Placement Opportunities
 Fracture Clinic
 Lower Limb Reconstruction Nurse
 Scoliosis/Spinal Deformity Nurse
 Tracheostomy Nurse Specialist
 Orthopaedic Paediatric Nurse
 Arthoplasty Project Nurse
 Major Trauma Nurse Specialist
 Fractured Hip In-Reach Nurse

UHNM is the NUMBER ONE ranked Major Trauma
Centre in the country!

Student Feedback

Student Responsibilities
 Treat all patients, staff and visitors with courtesy, respect and
abide by the Nursing and Midwifery Councils, The Code:
Standards of conduct, performance and ethics for nurses and
midwives;
 Attend all allocated placement shifts that reflect the areas
normal shift pattern working and to arrive and depart on
time;
 Inform the placement staff prior to the start of their duty shift, if
they are unable to attend a placement as scheduled;
 Dress neatly according to the University Dress Code/Trust
Policy and in a manner that promotes a professional image,
meets health and safety and infection control requirements;
 Identify any specific learning needs relating to their learning
outcomes with their supervisor and the level of support
required to achieve them;
 Actively engage in the activities that are deemed
appropriate for their stage of education and demonstrate a
positive attitude to learning;
 Ensure that any off duty requests are made in a timely
manner
 Inform the ward/team manager as soon as possible of any
concerns relating to the placement area or staff relating to
the area.

Arranging Your Elective Placement

Should you wish to choose an area from the specialised division as
your non-assessed elective placement you will need to contact
the Lead Clinical Placement Facilitator Rachel Walton on email
rachel.walton@uhnm.nhs.uk.
You will need to specify how long your elective placement is and
the dates so that we can accommodate you. The Clinical
Placement Facilitator for the area is Stella Underwood and can be
contacted via email on stella.underwood@uhnm.nhs.uk. If you
have any areas of particular interest or wish to spend time with
any specialist nurses or departments please contact Stella who
can arrange this.

